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Comment No. 1          Issue Code: 16
DOE recognizes that it has facilities which require some level of
environmental cleanup.  Most of the facilities at Y-12 were designed
and constructed in the 1940s and 1950s, prior to today’s environmental
requirements when the understanding of waste management principles
was not what it is today.  Over the past several years, DOE has had a
very aggressive facility upgrade and clean-up program and has worked
with EPA, the states, stakeholders, and the general public to clean up its
facilities to acceptable levels.  To date, DOE has completed numerous
clean-up activities and is aggressively working toward the cleanup of its
remaining environmental problems.  Actions taken to continue Y-12
weapons support missions, and construction and operation of new
facilities for the HEU Materials and Special Materials missions at Y-12
would not be inconsistent with nor impact these ongoing clean-up
activities.

Comment No. 2          Issue Code: 07
Volume I, Chapter 5, Section 5.7 of the Y-12 SWEIS addresses air
quality impacts from the proposed alternatives, and Volume II,
Appendices D and E provide further detailed analyses related to human
health effects from normal operations/facility accidents, and air quality,
respectively.  The analyses indicate that Y-12 criteria pollutant
emissions are in compliance with National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS).  In addition, air quality in all counties of Eastern
Tennessee is classified by EPA as being in attainment (meets NAAQS)
for all six criteria air pollutants.

For all the alternatives in the Y-12 SWEIS, nonradiological air pollutant
concentrations would be well within established criteria under normal
operations. Radiological air emissions would increase due to the
resumption of all uranium operations.  The dose to the population within
50 miles would be 33.7 person-rem per year.  Statistically, this equals
to 0.17 latent cancer fatalities for each year of normal operation at
Y-12. 
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Comment No. 2 (cont.)           Issue Code: 07
DOE carries out its mission (i.e., atomic weapons activities) consistent
with the consent of and direction from the President and Congress.
Alternative uses of the Nation’s funds are beyond the scope of the Y-12
SWEIS.


